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Art Unit: 2155 

The active claims are 1-28. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "connectable" is vague and indefinite. 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, nnanufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

A program is not one of four patentable subject matters. The defect can be 
remedied by changing the preamble as follow: 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
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Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by either 
Ishibashi (USP 6,694,440) or Kobayashi (USP 7,058,825). 

See at least the abstract, columns 1-3, Figures 2, 7 and 8 and the description 
thereof in Ishibashi. See the abstract, Figure 3, 5 and 7 and the description thereof in 
Kobayashi. See also the description Link-on and/or wake up signal in the two applied 
references. See also the detecting step in claim 6 of Ishibashi. Ishibashi and Kobayashi 
respectively teach: 

In a receiving computer system (the system receiving the Link-on or wake up 
signal) that is network connectable to an IEEE 1394 network (abstracts and the 1394 in 
both references), a method for waking a link layer (the Link-on signal and/or wake up 
signal is for waking up the link layer) at the receiving computer system, the method 
comprising: 

an act of a physical layer receiving a network packet (the Link-on 
packet, see line 58 of column 4 in '440 and see line 56 of column 3 in '825) from a 
sending computer system, the sending computer system being network 
connectable to the IEEE 1394 network; 

an act of the physical layer parsing (inherent, extracting the byte from 
packet) a plurality of bytes of packet data contained in the received network packet; 
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an act of connparing (see the step of detecting in claim 6 of '440 and see tlie 



authenticating step in the abstract of '825) at least a portion of the packet data to rule 
data in a physical layer rule register; and 



on the results of the comparison, the Link On signal being a signal that, when 
received at the link layer, wakes (the Link-on signal or the wake up signal is for 
activating the link layer) the corresponding link layer. 

As to the dependent, label of a packet does not constitute any patentable subject 
matter and do not affect the operation of the system. 

HOCI interface is well known in 1394 network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID Y. ENG whose telephone number is 571-272-3984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SALEH NAJJAR, can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications Is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



an act of determining if the physical layer is to assert a link on signal based 
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